
From July 19th the government has lifted restrictions in most areas of life including worshipping 
communities.  This means from a legal perspective, mandatory social distancing, use of masks and 
the prohibition of singing are no longer in force.  With an increasing number of people in the 
community and in the church having been vaccinated, this is good news.  However, with Covid 
numbers rising around the country and locally and with the experiences of different people over the 
last 17 months leading to different degrees of anxiety as we leave the restrictions of lockdown it is a 
very important time for us as a church.  It is fair to say, leaving lockdown is going to be far more 
challenging than entering it. 
 
Perhaps the single most important thing we can do at this time is to ‘be completely humble and 
gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.’  (Ephesians 4v2).  It is important that we ‘not 
let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only that is helpful for building other up 
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.’ (Ephesians 4v29) In short, ‘each of 
you should look not only to your own interests but also to the interests of others.’ (Philippians 2v4) 
 
With this in mind, we need to acknowledge that the congregation is diverse, with people from 
different perspectives and with different experiences.  It is likely that we are all excited that we will 
be able to sing together, but -  

• Some will be excited to embrace the freedoms allowed on July 19th whilst others, for various 
reasons, will be more reticent. 

• Some are now fully vaccinated whilst others, for various reasons aren’t 

• Some will be looking forward to not wearing masks whilst others will be more cautious. 
 
As trustees therefore, we want to be clear on where we stand on these issues.  This is by no means 
easy for anyone so we ask you to help and support us as we navigate these challenges.  We do not 
wish to see discord, division or any sense of judgement amongst the congregation.  Amongst the 
trustees ourselves there are a variety of perspectives that will lead to differences in practice, but we 
want to be clear in the following areas. 
 

Masks 
The government has remove the mandate to wear masks but is also saying that they ‘recommend’ 
and ‘expect’ people to continue to wear masks in crowded enclosed spaces.  Due to the size of the 
space it is a matter of judgement whether the church fits this description, but we do ask everyone to 
consider others when making decisions about when we will/will not be wearing masks at church.  It 
may also be worthwhile each of us continuing to bring a mask with us even when we are not 
anticipating wearing one.  It may be that if we find ourselves in a circumstances when, for the 
benefit of others, it seems to us the right or kind thing to do, we can do so. 
 

Vaccinations 
As mentioned above, the church community is made up of adults and children who differ in their 
vaccination status.  How we each interact with these differences should reflect what it means to be a 
community of people who model their lives on Jesus – putting the interests of others above 
ourselves.  We will not be putting restrictions in place regarding involvement or attendance and 
people’s vaccination status, but ask that people consider how the decisions we make impact on 
others in the church family and how we can be patient, kind and considerate of the feelings of 
others as we gather. 
 

Social distancing 
From Sunday 1st August we will no longer be needing to book seats or having a seating plan when we 
gather together as church.  However, stewards will continue to direct people to seats - filling seats 
from the front to the back.  If you wish to sit with specific people through the service, we encourage 



you to arrange this beforehand and either meet prior to the service or save seats.  The stewards will 
facilitate this wherever possible.  Also, the ‘no bums on seats’ signs will still be available for those 
wishing to have an empty seat beside them and maintain a degree of social distancing.  These will be 
provided by the stewards.   
As with masks, when these signs are being used it is important that we do our best to put the 
interests of others above ourselves and maintain the unity of the Spirit in the church community. 
Through the summer, we will not need to decrease the gaps between rows of seats from the way 
they are at present.  We will however be reviewing this prior to September.    
 

Streaming of services 
During the summer Sundays when we gather in the church (August 1st, 15th and 29th) we will not be 
live-streaming the services.  We are aware this may make it difficult for some still unable or unwilling 
to gather.  We have made this decision on the basis that the manpower requirements for a live-
streamed service are greater than for a service that is not being live-streamed.  Those with the 
knowledge and skills to do this have been involved in providing services for the last 18 months and 
need a break.  It is not straightforward to simply fill the gaps.   
Live-streamed services will recommence in September, although the livestream link each week will 
need to be requested from the church office. (Provision will be made for those who are obviously 
housebound so they won’t need to request it each week.) 
 
Inevitably the above guidance will impact each of us in different ways, but we ask that we bear with 
and pray for one another as we gradually experience the joy of being a church fully gathered once 
again. 
Yours in Christ 
 

The Trustees. 
15th July 2021 


